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The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development: Europe Investing in Rural Areas


5.30pm – 9.45 pm, Thursday, 21 May 2009
Falstone Village Hall, Falstone
	Northumberland Uplands Local Action Group (NULAG):
	Anna Charlton (Vice Chair) 

	
	Anne Lowrie

Anthony Murray

Elisabeth Rowark

	
	Elizabeth Stewart

	
	Heather Hunter

	
	James Cookson

	
	James Saunby

Mark Mather

Mike Murray
Paul Nicoll

	
	Roger Wilson (Chair)

	
	Vincent Milburn

Wendy Bond


	Northumberland National Park Authority:
	

	Director of Corporate Services
	Stuart Evans

	LEADER Local Action Group Co-ordinator
	Tom Burston 

	LEADER Local Action Group Admin Officer
	Sophie Lewington

	
	

	Northumberland County Council:
	Wendy Lorigo

	
	

	NULAG Apologies Received:
	Adelle Rowe

David Clubb

John Wilson

Marie Whitehead
Michael Nixon

Stuart Moss
Richard Walton



	
	Michael Patterson

	
	

	1.0
	Welcome from the Chair

	
	

	1.1
	Roger welcomed everyone to Falstone Village Hall and thanked those involved in organising the meeting.


	1.2 
	Roger welcomed new LAG member Mark Mather and Wendy Lerigo from Northumberland County Council.

	1.3
	Apologies were given from above members.


	1.4
	Roger explained that Chris Kolek from CRC would be addressing the LAG, giving them an opportunity to contribute to the Uplands Inquiry.  


	2.0
	Note and Actions of the Previous Meeting



	
	The Notes and Actions of the last meeting held on Monday, 2 March 2009 were agreed as a true and accurate record.



	3.0
	Updates on Process and Projects


	3.1
	Process Update

Roger gave a process update following from the April meeting and gave a presentation regarding the background to New Leader and the Local Action Group.  He reported on the recent partner meetings regarding the speeding up of the application process and outlined the measures that had been put into place to resolve recent issues.


	3.2
	Project Update

To date:  five approved projects with £204,833 committed;

£456,835 needs to spent by April 2010, thus £270,000 to commit and spent before then.

	
	Cheviot Futures
£45K committed to this project.

Their website is now up and running .

TBTS
All the trainees had passed their recent exams and work offers are flooding in.

A presentation to the LAG will be forthcoming.

Haydon Tourism and Reach Out

The contracts for these projects are awaiting signature.
Slate & Nature

A new contract has been issued to Slate & Nature.
Tom advised that, to date, the LAG had received some 66 Expressions of Interest, with 26 leading to full applications. 


	4.0
	LAG Membership
The geographical distribution and current level of LAG members was discussed, as was the process viz LAG member recruitment.


	5.0
	Media Update

It was agreed to postpone the media update until the next meeting.



	6.0
	LAG ‘Away’ Day

The inaugeral ‘Away Day’ will be held on Monday, 22nd June 2009.


	7.0
	Inquiry into the future for England’s Upland Communities
Roger introduced Chris Kolek, the Uplands Inquiry Manager.  CRC is a new body created by government in 2006 to champion rural issues.  Chris oulined the phases and sources of his evidence gathering for this Inquiry and explained what he was hoping to learn from the LAG.
Economy

Stuart Evans gave a presentation about the issues affecting the Northumberland Uplands’ economy and the specific challenges and opportunites arising.
Communities

A SWOT analysis was given on the Uplands Communities by Anne Lowrie with a suggested action plan.
Public Goods and Benefits

A broad definition of public goods and benefits was given by Michael Nixon, with particular emphasis given to the issues of carbon, forestry, agriculture and wood energy.
Policy and Practice

A presentation was given by James Cookson on current planning and agriculture policy and  its impact on the Northumberland Uplands.

Chris Kolek gave his feedback on the evening’s presentations and it was suggested that the CRC to moniter NULAG’s progress as it evolves.
Closing Comments From the Chair

	.
	Roger thanked Chris Kolek and all the members for what had been a very successful meeting.

 Date of the Next Meeting
The next LAG meeting would be at 5.30pm on 7th July 2009  at Longframlington Village Hall.

	
	


The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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